
 
June 10, 2020 

 

Greetings Future Toro Families, 

 

My name is Katie Burchell, and I am the Principal of Monte Vista Middle School.  It is my pleasure 

to welcome your child to our school and to welcome your family to join our school community.  

Although we are still working as a district to develop a plan for the fall, with input from all of our 

stakeholder groups, we remain committed to making the transition from elementary to middle 

school as smooth as possible for our students and families. 

 

Due to COVID-19 and school closures, we have been unable to end our school year the way we 

would have liked, which would have normally included opportunities for your child and your 

family to become familiar with our school and to visit prior to the fall.  In an effort to address 

student questions and concerns, our school counselor, Mr. Goldman, has attended (or is 

scheduled to attend) Zoom sessions with 5th grade classes at our three feeder schools (Rancho 

Rosal, Las Posas, and Camarillo Heights).  Our band teacher, Ms. Copsey, has also reached out 

to families who have students interested in pursuing music and learning to play an instrument.   

 

Attached with this letter is a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document that we have provided 

to parents in the past regarding our school.  It has information about bell schedules, classes, 

communication, programming, student life, start of school, and other items.  I want to be clear 

that this information would be accurate if school were to start in a traditional model in the fall.  

While it may not be totally applicable for the upcoming fall in our Post-COVID-19 environment, 

the document introduces you to some highlights on our campus and what school will hopefully 

look like again in the not too distant future.   

 

PVSD will be communicating with families throughout the summer as we continue planning 

based on the recently released guidance from the State of California, as well as our continued 

collaboration with Ventura County Public Health, regarding guidelines and recommendations to 

safely re-open schools.  As this communication occurs, Monte Vista will reach out to families 

regarding how those plans will materialize on our campus.  We have learned a lot from our 

materials collection processes at the end of this school year and will be able to create plans to 

distribute materials safely, as well as hopefully provide tours and mini-orientations, as the start of 

school approaches.   

 

Please continue to monitor school and district websites, as well as read email communication 

from PVSD throughout the summer.  Continue to focus on the health and welfare of your family 

and know that our school and district remain committed to working with you to provide a strong 

and well-rounded education for your children in the safest environment possible.  

 

Thank you for your patience and understanding during these unprecedented times.   

 

Warmly, 

 

 

Katie Burchell 

Principal 


